FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
Of these alternatives the latter is the more
probable. For Mussolini made extensive provision
for every contingency before he hazarded his
coup. And his counter moves all seem to have
made the British ministers think twice; if we
shrink from saying that they were thoroughly
intimidated.1 What with widespread Arab dis-
content in Egypt and Palestine, fomented and
financed by Italian agents, with a large Italian
army in Libya, and with the once impregnable
Malta reduced to a target for Italian submarines
and aeroplanes, it did require some courage to
face the threat of an Italian declaration of war.
(4) It is possible also that the manifestly diffi-
cult relations between Britain and France con-
tributed to take the backbone out of the Foreign
Office. Though, as we have seen, it must have
been fully cognizant of Italian designs upon
1 Mr. Lloyd George accused them to their faces of "pol-
troonery" m Parliament, and a question was also asked in
the House about Italian plans for attacking Egypt, found m
an Italian staff aeroplane which crashed in August 1935. It
received an official half-denial. Lastly the repeated attempts
at sabotage which were reported to have occurred m the
British fleet may have prompted to prudence.
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